I COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS — Continued coOMMUNILTY

When Mitch Album became involved with the Orphanage, | WRITING ABOUT HAITI
started to have hope, and school was finally something that I

would have the chance to have. Now that I had the oppor-
tunity to go to school, I did not take it lightly but did not by William G Herbert
give much thought to going to college when Mitch first TT:

started to talk to me about it until I realized that this could www. williameherbert.com |
really happen. Something that I never imagined could hap-
pen and was being fulfilled.
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When I heard that I was accepted at not one but two univer- As a U.S. born son of the Caribbe-

sities, | was surprised and the heart that sank for years was an, I have always been fascinated
finally exploding with joy as the gloom of darkness that by West Indian culture and tradi-
cloud my vision was lifted. Now, attending university in the M first novel,
U.S was never my dream, but it will play part in my future, tells the story of my

in what I want to do in life. The only thing that I am pas- fathgr S journey fmn? his native
sionate about is to be able to help others in various ways, Trlnlda}d to the U.S. in the ea}rly
especially in my country, Haiti. I will not stop until I can, 1900s in search of the American

that is my vision. I came to the U.S on August 8, 2018 and Sgﬁlrg'eSxﬁznpliﬁllﬁ'iﬁg\gzr’;ﬁg
11 M iversity. . g - .
enrolled at Madonna University child was born in 2015, my Caribbean cultural ties expanded.

I knew my next novel would have to be set in the Pear! of the

I know that the journey will be long and rough, but I keep

my focus on the analogy that I made previously. I will con- Antilles.

trol what I can and let God figure out the rest. I am blessed The Bones of Louverture, now complete and soon to be pub-
to be here, and I take my opportunity with all my heart to lished, tells a story of events surrounding the fall of Haitian
create something good out of it; not mainly for myself, but President-for-life Jean-Claude Baby-Doc Duvalier. The year
for those who really need help. Isn’t this what we all must is 1987 and vengeful mobs prowl the streets. Protest leader
do with our lives? m Sonny and his ambitious comrade, Jacques, battle voodoo

traditions and government corruption but veer from their mis-
sion of reform and descend into a world of drugs, violence and
crime. After setting up a narcotics pipeline to smuggle Co-
lombian cocaine into the U.S., they become top Haitian drug
lords. The abandonment of their initial sense of purpose and
hopeful dreams, their quick rise to material wealth and subse-
quent decline mirror Haiti’s own recurring cycles of disaster
and disappointment and its struggles for rebirth and redemp-

HNGD RAFFLE ton-
. . Haiti presented a powerful setting for my story. Throughout
Purchase your ticket for a chance to win a its tumultuous history of natural disasters and political up-
Royal Caribbean cruise for two. heavals, it has struggled to achieve the promise of its heroic
slave-revolt founding. With each new beginning there has
$5 per ticket or $25 for 6 tickets. been fresh hope that its dreams of full and prosperous nation-
hood might finally be achieved. But there has been much dis-
For information, call 313-268-9250 or appointment.

email

Haiti’s attempt to rebuild following the fall of the Duvalier

Drawing to be held July 28, 2019 at 7pm at Bél Bagay dynasty provided several intriguing story-telling elements.
Lakay festival. Need not be present to win m First there was the Faustian bargain struck by the new ruling
class, the military, when it joined forces with South-American
ot O of Dt drug kingpin, Carlos Escobar, to make Haiti a conduit for the
m RAFFLE movement of Colombian cocaine to the U.S. My book char-
: acter, Jacques Maurice, is loosely patterned after real-life Hai-
Win a 3 or 4 Night Bahamas & Perfect Day Cruise for 2 Guests! tian drug-lord, Beaudoin Ketant, who helped set up the Co-
$5 per ticket or $26 for 6 tickets el lombian pipeline. Another aspect of the post-Duvalier era that
i Zeé"éfgﬁgii fﬂffﬁ:ﬁfﬁﬁf ch"f;'nbﬁe‘l?ﬁ" i created an atmosphere of danger and suspense was the state-
Sundquist Pavillion (Downtown Farmington) sponsored terrorism embodied in the notorious Tonton Ma-

13 Grand River Ave, Farmington M! 48336 n : :
e coute, Papa-Doc’s personal militia and extortion ring. Leg-

endary throughout the entire Carib-
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